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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, It MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone Interview 
with Joseph T. Van Leeuwen (Registration No. 44,383) on October 25, 2006. 

The claims of the Invention are amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of managing 
Instant messenger llst[[s]], said method comprising: 

selecting, bv a user, one or more calendar entries from an electronic 
calendar that corresponds to a user, wherein the selected one or more calendar 
entries appear highlighted: 

retrieving, from the selected one or more calendar entries, calendar data 
that includes contact data for a plurality of contacts of the selected one or more 
calendar entries: 

roco i ving, from ono or moro oomputor i zod sources, contact data oorrosponding 
t o a p l ura li ty of contacts; 

adding the rccoived retrieved contact data to [[a]] the buddy instant 
messenger list associated with a user's an_lnstant messaging computer 
application used bv the user : 

selecting one of the contacts added to the user's buddy instant messenger 

list; 
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establishing an instant messaging session with the selected contact; 

creating [[a]] one or more buddy groups within the user's buddy instant 
messenger list by automatically adding the contacts to the one or more buddy 
groups , wherein the created one or more buddy groups corresponds to [[a]] the 
selected one or more calendar entries entry from an oloctron i o cal e ndar 
conresponding to th e us e r; 

storing the retrieyed contact data in the one or more buddy groups, 
wherein the contact data receiyed includes the contacts' information: 

identifying that at least one of the contacts added to the user's instant 
messenger list is a temporary contact: 

storing an expiration date corresponding to each of the temporary 
contacts: 

periodically comparing a current date to the expiration dates stored for the 
temporary contacts: and 

in response to the comparison, remoying the contact data corresponding 
the temporary contacts when the expiration date has occurred. 

prior to the rocopt i on of th e contact data: 

oo l ooting tho ca l endar ontry from tho ucor'c o l octron i o calendar; and 

rotriov i ng, from the oo l oot e d ca l endar ontry, calendar data that inc l udos 
part i c i pant i nformation for part i c i pants of th e s e l e cted cal e ndar ontry; and 

subs e qu e nt to th e reception of tho contact data: 

Gtor i ng tho roooiyod contact data i n tho buddy group, where i n tho contact 
data roco i vod ino l udoo tho part i c i pant i nformation. 

2. (Canceled) 
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9. (Currently Amended) An information handling system comprising: 
one or more processors; 

a memory accessible by the one or more processors; 

a network interface connecting the information handling system to a 
computer network; 

a software tool for managing an instant messenger list[[s]], the software 
tool including software embedded in the memory, when executed by the 
processor, effectiye to: 

select, by a user, one or more calendar entries from a user's 
electronic calendar, wherein the selected one or more calendar entries 
appear highlighted: 

retrieye. from the selected one or more calendar entries, calendar 

data that includes contact data corresponding to a pluralitv of contacts of 
the selected one or more calendar entries; 

r e c ei v e , from on e or mor e comput e r i z e d sourc e s, contact dat a 
corr e spond i ng to a p l ura l ity of contacts; 

add the receiv e d retrieved contact data to [[a]] buddy the instant 
messenger list associated with a user's instant messaging computer 
aoolication used bv the user : 

select one of the contacts added to the user's buddy instant 
messenger list; an^ 

establish an instant messaging session with the selected one of the 
contacts; 

create [[a]] one or more buddy groups within the user's buddy 
instant messenger list bv automatically adding the contacts to the one or 
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more buddy groups , wherein the created one or more buddy groups 
corresponds to [[a]] the selected one or more calendar entries ontry from 
an olootronio oalondar oorrospond i ng to tho user ; 

store the retrieved contact data in the one or more buddy groups, 
wherein the contact data received includes the contacts' information: 

periodically compare a current date to expiration dates stored for 
temporary contacts: and 

in response to the comparison, remove the contact data 
corresponding the temporary contacts when the expiration date 
associated with the contact data has occurred. 

prior to tho rocopt i on of th e contact data: 

Go l oct tho ca l endar e ntry from tho user's olectron i o ca l endar; and 

rotriovo, from tho soloctod calondar ontry, calendar data that 
inc l udos part i cipant informat i on for participants of tho se l oct e d 
ca l ondar ontry; and 

subsoquont to tho recept i on of th e contact d a ta: 

store tho rocoived contact data in tho buddy group, wher e in th e 
contact data roco i vod i ncludos the part i cipant information. 

10. (canceled) 



1 7. (Currently Amended) A computer program product stored on a computer 
operable storage media for managing instant messenger list[[s]], said computer 
program product comprising software effective to: 
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selecting, by the user, one or more calendar entries from an electronic 
calendar that corresponds to a user, wherein the selected one or more calendar 
entries appear hiahliahted: 

retrieving, from the selected one or more calendar entries, calendar data 
that includes contact data corresponding to a plurality of contacts of the selected 
one or more calendar entries: 

r e c e iv i ng, from on e or mor e comput e r i zed sourc e s, contact data corr e sponding 
to a plural i ty of contacts; 

adding the received contact data to a buddy an instant messenger list 
associated with a us e r's aninstant messaging computer application used by the 
user : 

selecting one of the contacts added to the user's buddy instant messenger 

list; 

establishing an instant messaging session with the selected contact; 

creating [[a]] one or more buddy groups within the user's buddy instant 
messenger list automatically adding the contacts to the one or more buddy 
groups , wherein the created one or more buddy groups corresponds to [[a]] the 
selected one or more calendar entries entry from an eloctronic ca l endar 
corresponding to th e us e r; 

storing the received contact data in the one or more buddy groups, 
wherein the contact data received Includes the contacts' information: 

identifying that at least one of the contacts added to the user's instant 
messenger list is a temporary contact: 

storing an expiration date corresponding to each of the temporary 

contacts: 



Application/Control Number: 10/684,986 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2155 

periodically comparing a current date to the expiration dates stored for the 
temporary contacts: and 

in response to the comparison, remoying the contact data corresponding 
the temporary contacts when the expiration date associated with the contact data 
has occurred. 

prior to the recept i on of tho contact data: 

co l oct i ng tho ca l endar ontry from tho user's oloctronic calendar; and 

retr i ev i ng, from the selected ca l endar e ntry, cal e ndar data that inc l udes 
participant i nformation for participants of tho solootod calendar ontry; and 

subsequent to the r e cept i on of tho contact data: 

stor i ng tho roco i ved contact data i n tho buddy group, wh e r e in the contact 
data rocoivod inc l ud e s the participant i nformation, 

18. (Canceled) 

25. (canceled) 

26. (Currently amended) A computer-implemented method of managing 
instant messenger list[[s]], said method comprising: 

selecting, by a user, one or more calendar entries from an electronic 
calendar that corresponds to a user, wherein the selected one or more calendar 
entries appear highlighted: 

retrieying, from the selected one or more calendar entries, calendar data 
that includes contact data for a plurality of contacts of the selected one or more 
calendar entries: 
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creating [[a]] one or more buddy groups within [[a]] the user's buddy list by 
automatically adding the contacts to the one or more buddy groups , wherein the 
created one or more buddy groups corresponds to [[a]] the one or more selected 
calendar entries from an the electronic calendar corresponding to the user, 
and wherein the user's buddy list is associated with an instant messaging 
computer application; 

identifying an expiration date of the buddy group, the expiration date 
deriyed from a date of the selected one or more calendar entries entry; 

retrieying, from the selected one or more calendar entries entfy, calendar 
data that includes contact data for participants of the selected one or more 
calendar entfy entries; 

storing the rocoiyod retrieyed contact data in the one or more buddy 
groups, wherein the contact data receiyed includes the participant information; 

periodically comparing a current date to the expiration date corresponding 
to the one or more buddy groups; and 

remoying the one or more buddy groups, including the contact data added 
to the one or more buddy groups, in response to the comparison. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently amended) An information handling system comprising: 
one or more processors; 

a memory accessible by the one or more processors; 

a network interface connecting the information handling system to a 
computer network; 
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a software tool for managing instant messenger list[[s]], the software tool 
including software effective to: 

select, by a user, one or more calendar entries from an electronic 
calendar that corresponds to a user, wherein the selected one or more 
calendar entries appear hichliahted: 

retrieve, from the selected one or more calendar entries, calendar 
data that includes contact data for a plurality of contacts of the selected 
one or more calendar entries: 

create [[a]] one or more buddy groups within a user's buddy list by 
automatically adding the contacts to the one or more buddv groups , 
wherein the created one or more buddy groups corresponds to [[a]] the 
selected one or more calendar entries entry from [[an]] the electronic 
calendar corresponding to the user, and wherein the user's buddy list Is 
associated with an instant messaging computer application; 

identify an expiration date of each of the one or more buddy 
groups, the expiration date derived from a date of the selected one or 
more calendar entries entfy; 

retrieve, from the selected one or more calendar entries entry , 
calendar data that includes contact data for participants of the selected 
one or more calendar entry entries : 

store the roceiv e d retrieved contact data in the one or more buddy 
groups, wherein the contact data roooiv e d retrieved includes the 
participant information; 

periodically compare a current date to the expiration date 
corresponding to each of the one or more buddy groups; and 
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remove the one or more buddy groups, including the contact data 
added to the one or more buddy groups, in response to the comparison. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Previously presented) A computer program product stored on a computer 
operable storage media for managing instant messenger list[[s]], said computer 
program product comprising software effective to: 

selecting, by a user, one or more calendar entries from an electronic 
- calendar that corresponds to a user, wherein the selected one or more calendar 
entries appear highlighted; 

in response to the selecting step, retrieving, from the selected one or more 
calendar entries, calendar data that includes contact data for a pluralitv of 
contacts of the selected one or more calendar entries: 

creating [[a]] one or more buddy groups within [[a]] the user's buddy list by 
automaticallv adding the contacts to the one or more buddv groups , wherein the 
created one or more buddy groups conresponds to [[a]] the one or more selected 
calendar entries e ntry from an the electronic calendar corresponding to the user, 
and wherein the user's buddy list is associated with an instant messaging 
computer application; 

identifying an expiration date of each of the one or more buddy groups, 
the expiration date derived from a date of the selected one or more calendar 
entries entry; 

retrieving, from the selected one or more calendar entries entry, calendar 
data that includes contact data for participants of the selected one or more 
calendar entry entries : 
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storing the rocoivod retrieved contact data in the one or more buddy 
groups, wherein the contact data received includes the participant information; 

periodically comparing a current date to the expiration date corresponding 
to each of the buddy groups; and 

removing each of the buddy groups, including the contact data added to 
the buddy groups, in response to the comparison. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The invention as claimed. The claims 1, 9, 17, 26, 28. and 30 specially include 
limitations based selecting, by a user, calendar entries from an electronic calendar 
that corresponds to a user, wherein the selected calendar entries appear 
highlighted; retrieving, from each of the selected calendar entries, a plurality of 
contacts; and creating a plurality of buddy groups within the user's buddy list by 
automatically adding the plurality of contacts associated with each of the 
selected calendar entries to said each of the plurality of buddy groups, wherein 
each created group corresponds to each of the selected calendar entries, and the 
contacts and the buddy groups can be designated as a temporary contact and a 
temporary group (as defined in applicants' specification from page 12 line 1 to page 13 
line 28) . Although system and method for generating a list of people based on the 
results of the received query is firmly documented by cited prior art. the selecting, by a 
user, calendar entries from an electronic calendar that corresponds to a user, wherein 
the selected calendar entries appear highlighted; retrieving, from each of the selected 
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calendar entries, a plurality of contacts; and creating a plurality of buddy groups within 
the user's buddy list by automatically adding the plurality of contacts associated with 
each of the selected calendar entries to said each of the plurality of buddy groups, 
wherein each created group corresponds to each of the selected calendar entries, and 
the contacts and the buddy groups can be designated as a temporary contact and a 
temporary group limitations are novel and the invention is patentable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Oanh Duong whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3983. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 9:30PM - 6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infonmation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

o.d 

October 29, 2006 




